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This week, the 5th grade classes at Stony Brook School were able to 
experience a simulation in both Mission Control and the spacecraft.  Half way 
through the mission, the students traded roles so all students could experience it 
from both perspectives.  The goal of the mission was for the students to find a 
place on the moon where a probe could land successfully.  
 The students applied for different jobs which included: communication 
team, data team, life support team, remote team, probe team, navigation team, 
isolation team, and medical team. The role of communication team was to relay 
messages between Mission Control and the spacecraft via verbal communication. 
As for the data team, the students chosen for this position had to type data to 
and from Mission Control and the spacecraft. The life support team had to 
conduct experiments on humidity levels, water quality, and check the solar 
panels. The remote team conducted experiments on lunar rocks and soil while the 
probe team built the probe that needed to land on the moon. The navigation 
team was responsible for choosing the landing site for the probe. As for the 
isolation team, those students needed to check the masses of different liquids in 
beakers using a robotic arm. Finally, the medical team conducted tests on the 
astronauts to see how their bodies were holding up to the stresses of being in 
space.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
This is a picture from inside the space craft. 

 
 All of the students needed to work together as a team to accomplish the 
goal of landing a probe successfully on the moon.   The key to a successful mission 
was having the students in Mission Control and the students in the spacecraft 
working together as a team in order to accomplish the mission. There was an 
incident where the humidity levels were not where they needed to be, but the 
students were able to work together and correct the problem. Luckily, the mission 
continued without any further problems. All of the missions were successful and 
probes landed on the moon!  This was a wonderful trip and the students really 
enjoyed it.  
 

 
 

This picture was taken inside Mission Control. 


